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escaped from apertures in the ground at two places not fer
from Chittagong, on the north. I am not aware that any
attempt has ever been made to examine the summits of the
more lofty ridges east of Chittagong ; but as far as it is pos-
sible to judge from the regularity of their undulating outline,
and their being densely covered with luxuriant vegetation
and lofty forest, it is very improbable, that primary rock
exists to any extent near the surface, as the sharp and rugged
appearance by which the peaks and ridges of that class of
rock are almost invariably characterized, could hardly fail to
be perceived.

26th. The low ranges of hills stretching along the coast
south of Chittagong, are almost entirely composed of sand-
stone, with which a stiff ferruginous clay is frequently com-
mingled ; but there, as in every other portion of this extensive
tract of country, the prevalence of rank vegetation and dense
forest renders it impossible to trace with any certainty the
relative positions of the rocks, to mark the extent of the
different formations, or to examine them at those points the
most interesting to the geologist, where they graduate from
one class of rock into another. On the summit of the Aeng
Pass, clay slate is found, and lower down, towards the sea
shore, sandstone formations again prevail; while on the oppo-
site or eastern side, the bed of the Man river is filled with
blocks of basaltic rock, and petroleum wells are known to ex-
ist between it and Memboo, on the right bank of the Irra-
wattee. Of the formation of the extreme southern portion
of this mountainous tract, I have not been able to trace any
certain information, nor do I know the authority upon which
Mr. Crawfurd describes it to principally consist of slate and
granite, the latter rock never having been seen that I am
aware of in any of the hills between Chittagong and Cape
Negrais, Coral and shell-lime abound on every part of the
coast, furnishing an inexhaustible supply for building pur-
poses.

&7th. The timber found in different parts of this moun-
tainous chain is, as might have been anticipated from its
extent and elevation, most various and abundant. On the